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On Jan. 13, the Association of Tin Producing Countries (ATPC) announced that export ceilings
implemented by its seven member-nations had reduced world stocks from 73,000 tons in March
of 1987 to 42,300 in October. By the end of February 1989, it is estimated that there will be a further
reduction to 38,400. ATPC members Australia, Bolivia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand and
Zaire met recently to allocate quotas and agreed there would be no transfer of quotas between
members and no redistribution of shortfalls. With the support of non-members Brazil and China,
who agreed to limit exports to 31,500 and 10,000 tons respectively, the ATPC plans to cut market
overhang to around 20,000 tons. By taking over some of Bolivia's quota and a special contract
with the US, Brazil exceeded its self-imposed quota by 5,000 tons. A 20% increase in tin prices has
encouraged higher quotas and export controls may have to be continued into a fourth year, ATPC
executive secretary Redzwan Sumun said. This year's quota was 101,900 tons but a shortfall of 3,000
tons to 5,000 tons is expected according to Redzwan. (Basic data from AFP, 01/13/89)
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